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A message from Fr. Radomir ...

If you’re reading this, it’s probably because you picked up Glasnik at church.
Which means that you actually showed up to church. Which means that you actually
want to be with God. So that’s great.

Maybe you’re not yearning for Him just yet, but at least you want Him in your
life to some degree. That’s a great start.

Or maybe you saw Glasnik in your email and opened just to see if Fr. Radomir is
really writing about how important it is to take Holy Communion (again!), go to church
(again!!), and take confession (yet again!!!).

So yes, | really am writing to you to invite you to take your spiritual life
seriously. Again. It’s kind of my job.

An in case you’re wondering, there’s only one way to stop me from repeating
myself about how it’s absolutely impossible to be saved without an active spiritual life.

| promise to stop talking about it when | see that most people regret not coming
to the Chalice. It’s actually really easy to spot. Because those who regret not being with
Christ actually want Christ. And as soon as you begin wanting Him, you inevitably
change. And change is easy to see.

On the other hand, if we just meet the minimal requirements, and stay the same
(or get worse) year after year, it’s easy to become lukewarm. And what does the Bible
say about lukewarm Christians?

“You are neither cold nor hot. | would that you were either cold or hot! So,
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.”
(Rev.3:15-16).

This means that there has to be a desire and yearning for your eternal salvation.
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So, I’'m really glad that you came to church. Because you made an effort. You
could have gone to the beach/shopping/bar, but you chose to honor God (as He
commanded us to do).

But it’s too early to pat yourself on the back. The Devil loves a complacent
Christian. If you’re ticking the same boxes year after year -- thinking you’re doing just
fine -- you might be in spiritual trouble. Because that’s not even your own thought. It’s
the devil’s. And he’s really happy with your progress.

So, whom do we want to be happy with our progress? The devil? Or Jesus
Christ, Who gave us every good thing in our lives?

| think you know the answer. And you know exactly how to make Him glad that
He sacrificed Himself on the Cross -- for you personally. But if this summer’s been so
long that you don’t remember, I’11 give you a few starting points:

1. Make sure you “honor the day of the Lord” by giving Sundays to the Lord (this
Is a Commandment, not a suggestion).

2. Experiment wildly by actually following the ancient path of Wisdom offered to
you by our 2,000 year-old Church, i.e.:

3. Take a moment and think about all the things you wish you’d never done. Write
them down. Make an appointment with a priest. Tell him. (Newsflash: he won’t
tell anybody. Because if he does, he’s going straight to hell and into Satan’s lap.
Terrifying.)

4. If you confess from your heart, you will be so relieved that you’ll want to go to
confession again soon. Because you will realize that there was a heavy weight
pressing on your soul that instantly lifted after confession. This is the beginning
of spiritual healing.

5. Prepare for Holy Communion. Fast for 3 days if you don’t keep the weekly and
yearly fasts. Read special prayers. (Ask me if you don’t know what they are).

6. Understand that Holy Communion is not just a beautiful symbol. You will be
accepting the Lord Himself into your body, so that you become a part of Him
(that’s why it’s called Communion). That’s worth some preparation and spiritual
cleaning.
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7. Realize that you’ll never be worthy of receiving God within you. Yes, you must
prepare, but you can’t earn Communion. God loves you enough to just offer
Himself to you.

8. Don’t put off Communion until you’re in better spiritual shape. His Body and
Blood are spiritual medicine. You will never achieve better spiritual state
without it.

9. Approach the Chalice. And try not to lose the grace by going back to a “normal”
sinful life.

So, if you made it this far, | want you to remember one thing:

Only the devil cares about your checklist of church accomplishments. If you’ve
been going to church for many years, that’s good. But don’t forget about spiritual
growth. God wants your progress, no matter how small.

Yes, you’re sinful. We all are. The good news is that Jesus came to save sinners.
He didn’t come to save those who treat their spiritual life as a minimal to-do list.

So, ask God to help you reactivate your spiritual life. Make an effort. Even a tiny
one. Start where you are. Do something small — for the greater glory of God. When the
Lord sees you’re making in earnest, He will send you grace to keep going. He will
never leave you alone in your struggles. But the only way you can find out is if you
try.

May the Lord bless your spiritual labors, so that your struggle blesses everyone
around you and our whole community.

Fr. Radomir

AKO OBO yMTaTe, BEPOBATHO j€ TO 3aTO IITO cTe y3enu ['macuuk y upksu. Llto
3HA4YU Ja CTE ce 3aucTa doutu y 1pkBy. I1ITo 3HauM 1a 3aucTa keaure Aa Oyaere ca

Borom. Jlakie, To je cjajHo.
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Moxna jou yBek He uesneme 3a thum, anu 6apem ['a :kesimTe y CBOM KHUBOTY

nonekse. To je ounyan moverax.

Wnu cre moxaa Buaenu [ TacHUK y CBOM UMEjITy U OTBOPHJIM T'a CaMo J1a BUJUTE
na u otal PagoMup 3aucta nuuie o ToMe KOJIMKO j€ BaXHO puyenthuBatu ce

(monogo!), nhu y 1pkBy (moHoBo!!) u ucrnosegatu ce (jour jeauom!!!).

I[al(.]'le, aa, 3aucma BaM IIHIIEM Ja BacC IMI030BEM Ja 030MJbHO CXBATHUTE CBOj

ayxoBHH xuBoOT. [loHoBo. To je M0j O3UB.

N y cnyuajy n1a ce nmurare, MOCTOJU CaMo Je/IaH HA4MH J1a M€ CIIPEUUTE 1a
MOHAaBJbAM KaKoO je ariColyTHO HeMoryhe OUTH criaceH 0e3 akmueHoz 0yX08HO2

aHcueoma.

O6ehaBam na hy npecrtaTu ga mpu4am o TOME Kajia BUJIUM J1a BehuHa Jbyau
scasne To HUCY aouutn 1o Ilytupa. 3anpaso je Beoma J1ako youuTH. Jep OHU KOju
’KaJie ITO HUCY ca XPUCTOM 3amnpaBo Hcene Xpucta. Y yum nounere aa ['a xenure,

HEn30€KHO ce MemaTe. A MPOMEHA je JIAKO BUIJbHUBA.

C npyre cTpaHe, ako caMO UCIIyHaBaMO MUHUMAJIHE 3aXTEBE U OCTAHEMO UCTH
(nm ce moropIIaBamMo) U3 TOJMHE y TOIMHY, JaKO je TIOCTaTH MJIAKH. A IITa MUIIe y

bubnuju o miakum xpunrthanuma?

,Hucu Hu xnagan Hu Bpyh. Kag 6u 6uo wiu xnanan unu Bpyh! 3aro, momro cu

MJTIaK, a HUCH HU Bpyh HH CTyJeH, uCtubyHyhy Te u3 ycra cBojux.” (Otkp. 3:15-16).
To 3HauM 1@ MOpa MOCTOjaTH KeJba U YSHKHHa 32 BAIlIUM BEUHUM CITACEHEM.

Jlaxre, 3aMcta MU je Iparo MITo CTe JAOIUIH Y IPKBY. Jep cTe ce MOTPyInIH.
Mornu cTe 1a ojieTe Ha M1axy/y KynoBUHy/0ap, anu cte uzadpaiu aa nomryjere bora

(kao mro Ham je OH 3amoBeIHO).

Arm pepaHo je J1a ce moXBaIMMO. DaBo 6011 caM03aI0BOJLHOT XpUIITNaHWHA.

Axo u3 TOJUHC Yy TOANHY UCITYHbaBaTC UCTC YCJIOBC -~ muciehn Ja BaM nJ¢€ CaCBUM
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100po -- MOKJIa CTE Y JyXOBHOM TIpo0iiemMy. Jep To yak HHje HH Baiia Mucao. To je

haBomnoBa. U oH je 3ancTa 3a10BOJbaH BALIM HAMIPETKOM.

Jlakiie, Kora »earmMo Jia 3aI0BOJbM HaIll Hanpenak? basoma? Unu Hcyca

XpucTa, KOju HaM j€ J1a0 CBE JI00pO y HAIIIUM KHUBOTUMA?

Mucnum na 31ate oaroBop. M TauHo 3HaTe Kako ja ra oopaayjeTe ITo ce
’KPTBOBAO HA KPCTY -- 33 BaC JJIUYHO. AJI aKO j€ OBO JIETO OMJIO TOJIMKO JIyTO Ja CE HEe

cehare, nahy BaM HEKOJIMKO MMOYETHUX Tadyaka:

1. O6aBe3Ho ,,momTyjTe AaH ['ocnoamu’ Tako mro here gatu Heaesbe ['ocnomy
(oBO je 3amoBecT, a HE IPEJIJIOT).

2. EXCIEepUMEHTHUIIINTE MTyHUM [TapoM TaKo IITO heTe 3ampaBo MpaTUTH APEBHU

nyT Mmyapoctu koju Bam Hyau Hama 2000 roguna crapa Lpksa, 1j.:

3. OxBojuTe TpEHYTaK U pa3MHUCIUTE O CBUM CTBapUMa KOje OHCTe XKelleau J1a
HUKAaJ1a HUCTE ypaJniu. 3aluIInTe UX. 3aKaKUTE CACTaHAK Cca CBEIITEHUKOM. Pennre
My. (JaBHa TajHa: Hehe HUKOME pehu. Jep ako To yunHHM, W€ IpaBo y Nakao u'y

CaranuHo Kpwiio. 3actparryjyhe.)

4. Axo ce ucnoBeauTe oJ1 cpia, bmheTe TOJUKO OJlakiiaHu Aa hete yckopo
MTOHOBO JKEJIETH J1a ce ucroBeauTe. Jep here cXxBaTUTH /1a je Ha BaIlloj AN OHO TEXKaK
TEpET KOju je 0JIMax HECTao HaKoH ucrnoBectu. OBO je MmoveTak JyXOBHOT

HClEe/bCHbA.

5. [Ipunpemute ce 3a Ceeto [Ipuyenthe. [Tocture 3 mana ako HE MOCTUTE
CPEJIOM M TIETKOM M JPYTuM roctoBuMa. Yutajte moceOHe monutie. ([Tutajre Me ako

He 3Hare 1mTa cy). CxBature aa Cero [Ipuuernihe Huje camo yiern cuMO0J.

6. IlpuxBatuhere camor ['ocrioga y cBoje Teno, Tako jaa nocraHere aeo bera

(3aro ce 30Be [Ipuuenthe-Yuenihe). To Bpenu npunpeme v JyXOBHOT dniiherma.
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7. CxBatute na Hukana nehere 6utu qoctojuu na npumute bora y ceobu. Jla,
MOpaTte ce MPUIIPEMUTH, alli He MokeTe 3acuyxuth [Ipuuenthe. bor Bac 10BoJbHO

BOJIK Ida BaM CC CaMO ITOHYIH.

8. He omnaxure npuyenihe 10k He Oyaere y 60J60] 1yxoBHO] hopmu. Hberoso

Teno u KpB cy nyxoBuu nek. Hukana nehere noctuhu 60sbe 1yXOBHO cTame 0€3 Tora.

9. [lpucrynure [lytupy 3a npuyemnthe. M nmokymiajte 1a He u3ryoute Ojaroaar

Bpahajyhu ce ,,HOpMaJIHOM‘ TPEIIHOM >KHUBOTY.
JlakJie, aKo cTe CTUIJIM J0B/e, KeJIHM [1a 3allaMTHUTe jeHy CTBap:

Camo haBosa 3aHMMa TBOja JIMCTa IPKBEHUX JOocTUTHYha. AKO WIel y IPKBY AYTH HU3
roJinHa, To je 100po. Anu He 3a00paBUTE HA IyXOBHH pacT. bor e TBoj Hanpeoax,

0e3 0031pa KOJIUKO MaIu OHO.

Ha, rpeunu cre. CBu cmo. [JoOpa BecT je aa je Xpucroc A0Iao Ja crace
2pewnuxe. Huje nomao 1a cnace oHe KOju CBOj IyXOBHHM JKUBOT TPETHPA]y Kao

MUHHUMAJIHY JIUCTY obaBe3a.

3aTo, 3amonuTe bora ja BaM IMOMOTHE Ja TOHOBO aKTUBHUPATE CBOj JYXOBHH
KUBOT. Yoxute Tpya. Yak u manu. [Tounure tamo rae jecte. Ypaaute HEIITO MaJio —
3a Behy cnaBy boxwujy. Kaga ['ocion Buau 1a ce 030uspHO TpyauTe, mocjaahe Bam
Osarogat Aa HacTaBuTe Aasbe. OH Bac HUKaIa Hehe ocTaBUTH caMe y BallluM

MOJABU3UMA. AJIM JeJIMHU HAYMH J1a Ca3HaTe jecTe 1A MOKYyIIaTe.

Heka I'ocnion 6;1arociioBu Baiiie JyXOBHE HArope, Kako OW Balllv MOJABU3U

0JIarOCJI0OBUIIM CBE OKO BAacC U LIy Hally 3aj€IHULLY.

0. Pagomup
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From the desk of the President ...

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we reach the middle of the year, | want to take a moment, on behalf of the Church Board,
to express my heartfelt gratitude for your continued faith, generosity, and dedication to Saint
George Serbian Orthodox Church.

Our parish continues to be blessed by the commitment of so many volunteers who give their
time, talents, and treasures to strengthen our church community. Whether you have attended
services regularly, participated in our ministries and events, prepared meals, cared for our
church grounds, or quietly offered your prayers and support, your contributions make a
meaningful difference. Together, we continue to build a vibrant parish centered on Christ and
the traditions of our Serbian Orthodox faith.

This year has already brought many opportunities for worship, fellowship, and service. We
have celebrated our feast days, welcomed visitors and new families, and continued the work
of preserving our church for future generations. These accomplishments are possible because
of your faithful stewardship and your willingness to serve.

One of the greatest blessings of this year was the celebration of our Parish Slava, honoring our
patron saint, Saint George. We were especially honored to welcome His Grace Bishop
Serafim, whose presence made this year's celebration even more meaningful. His inspiring
words, participation in the Divine Liturgy, and fellowship with our parish family reminded us
of the unity we share within the Serbian Orthodox Church. The beautiful services, festive
meal, and joyful gathering were made possible through the tireless efforts of our clergy, the
Kolo of Serbian Sisters, volunteers, donors, and everyone who contributed their time and
talents. It was a memorable celebration of our faith, our heritage, and the enduring strength of
our parish community. We are especially grateful to Brad Hijaz, who faithfully served as
this year's Kum of our Parish Slava. His generosity, devotion, and commitment to our parish
helped make this sacred celebration a memorable occasion for our entire church family.

As we look ahead to the remainder of the year, we remain committed to strengthening our
parish spiritually and financially. We encourage everyone to stay engaged by attending the
Divine Liturgy, participating in parish activities, supporting our fundraising efforts, and
inviting family and friends to join us in worship. Every act of involvement, no matter how
small, helps strengthen our parish family.

In my previous letter | laid out three essential goals for our parish:

1. Spiritual Growth — Encouraging deeper engagement in worship, prayer, and Orthodox
Christian education for all generations.

2. Community Strength — Fostering fellowship and service through parish events,
outreach, volunteerism, and mutual support for one another.

Facebook: St. George Serbian Orthodox Church Lenexa, Kansas 8



www.st-george-church.org 11001 Greenwood St, Lenexa, KS 66215 116™ Issue — August 2026

3. Sustainable Stewardship — Ensuring the responsible care and development of our
church's facilities, finances, and resources so that Saint George remains strong for
future generations.

| am encouraged by the progress we have already made toward these goals. Our parish
continues to grow in faith through vibrant worship and education, our sense of community has
been strengthened by the dedication of our volunteers and the fellowship we share, and we
have made important strides in responsibly caring for the resources God has entrusted to us.
While there is always more work to do, | am confident that, with God's guidance and your
continued support, we will continue building a strong and vibrant Saint George parish for
generations to come.

Another exciting milestone for our Serbian Orthodox community is the continued renovation
of the St. Mardarije Spiritual and Cultural Center in Libertyville, IL. This project
represents an investment in the future of our faith, providing a welcoming space for worship,
education, fellowship, and the preservation of our Serbian Orthodox faith and heritage. | am
grateful to everyone who has contributed their time, talents, and financial support to move this
important work forward.

While there has been significant progress, the renovation is not yet complete, and additional
funding is needed to bring this important vision to fruition. | encourage those who are able, to
consider making a contribution for this project. This cultural center will serve all of our
Orthodox communities and future generations for many years to come.

Thank you for your continued prayers, encouragement, and faithful support. I ask that you
continue to pray for our clergy, our board, our ministries, and one another as we work
together in service to Christ.

May our Lord Jesus Christ continue to bless each of you and your families with good health,
peace, and abundant grace. May the Most Holy Theotokos and Saint George intercede for us
all.

With gratitude and best wishes,

In Christ,

Michael Kimbell
President

Donations to our Church can be made on our website:

www.st-george-church.org, given at Church, or mailed to our address:

11001 Greenwood St., Lenexa, KS 66215.
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KOLO SRPSKIH SESTARA “SV. PETKA” ...

We had our annual Church Slava, the first weekend in May. As always
the Kolo provided the meal. | want to thank Connie and her kitchen
crew for preparing and serving the meal. As always, it was a success.

Once again, the Kolo sponsored our church school kids to EOYC
camp this year.

For the past few months, our Kolo has been busy preparing for our
annual Bazar. There is still more to do!

Marie Henre, Kolo President

ST. GEORGE CHOIR ...

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In addition to our primary duty of singing responses on Sundays, your
church choir has a very busy fall ahead of us. Quickly approaching is
our biggest fundraiser, the Ethnic Enrichment Festival, where we will
once again be sponsoring the Serbia booth and would love to see you
all out at the park supporting us. Co-chairs for this event are Lisa Gribble and Jelena Miller. If
you are interested in helping to work the event or donating either backed goods or monetarily,
please reach out to one of them. This is a huge undertaking and we appreciate all the hard
work it takes to pull off an event like this.

ORGANIZED 1931

Looking past the Ethnic Festival, we will be hosting our Annual Choir Concert the weekend
of October 3rd-4th, featuring our honored guests, the Holy Trinity Cathedral Choir from
Pittsburgh, PA, as well as our friends from the St. Nicholas Choir from Omaha, NE. Saturday
night will feature the concert, dinner, music/dancing. On Sunday, our honored guests from
Pittsburgh will be singing liturgy responses. A luncheon will follow. All are welcome.
Chairing this event is Milana Mundweil. If you have interest in how you can help or donate to
the event, please reach out to her.

It does not slow down from there! With a very quick turnaround, the next weekend Oct. 9th-
11th, we will travel to be the honored guest choir for the Steven Sijacki Choir in Milwaukee,
WI. The following weekend Oct 17th-19th, we will be participating in St. Nicholas Choir’s
annual concert in Omaha, along with our friends from Milwaukee. We would love to see
some of you make the trips to share in a good time and support the choirs.

Again, we have another event-filled year singing for weddings, concerts and being
represented at the SSF Convention. We cannot accomplish all of this without the love and
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support from all of you. We are always looking for new members and if you are interested in
any way, please reach out to me, Director Pete Bajich or really any member with whom you
feel comfortable. Here is to a successful and blessed remainder of 2026.

Harold Kanatzar
Choir President

CHURCH SCHOOL ...

As we concluded our Church School classes in May, | would once
again like to extend my sincere thanks to our dedicated teachers—
Miro Cubric, Stephanie Mattivi, Leah Lemley, Popadija Alena, and
Nick Mattivi—who continue to generously give their time to plan
lessons and organize meaningful activities for our children. Their
commitment to teaching and nurturing our youth is truly appreciated.

Our youth continued to enjoy a very busy summer. More than 120
children, parents, grandparents, and alumni attended a Kansas City Royals baseball game! It
was an especially proud moment when two of our alumni, Anna
and Maia Bajich, were honored to sing the National Anthem.

Additionally, a group of our young men participated in the SNF
Basketball Tournament in Canton, Ohio. While the team enjoyed
the competition, even more important was the opportunity to
build friendships and strengthen relationships with other Serbian
youth from around the country.

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to our Kolo Sestara for their generous support of the ten
students and twelve counselors who attended EOYC Camp this summer. Everyone had a
wonderful time deepening their understanding of our Orthodox faith while building
friendships and connecting with other Orthodox youth and clergy from the Kansas City area.
A video highlighting the camp is available on our church website.
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A Final Thank You

As | complete my time as Church School Superintendent, | would like to express my deepest
gratitude to the teachers, parents, clergy, and, most especially, the more than 150 students |
have had the honor and privilege of working with over the past 15 years.

When | look back, | am reminded of so many wonderful memories—from teaching classes
and organizing our annual FallFest (with a special thank-you to the Gribble family), to
assisting with the Badnja Vece performance and leading our Sveti Sava Celebration. | have
enjoyed watching our older students prepare the Palacinke luncheon, encouraging students to
attend EOYC Camp, and serving as a counselor for the past four years.

But above all, I am most grateful for the relationships and friendships | have been blessed to
build with our students and their families. Those relationships have made these 15 years
incredibly special and have truly been a blessing in my life.

| hope and pray that our students have enjoyed learning about our Orthodox faith as much as |
have enjoyed the privilege of teaching, guiding, and growing alongside them. I will always
cherish the memories and friendships made through our Church School.

Looking Ahead

| am very pleased to share that Maja Kotlaja-Lockee has graciously accepted the role of
Church School Superintendent for the upcoming school year. This is a very important
ministry within our Church Parish, and | ask everyone to give Maja the same support,
encouragement, and prayers that you have so generously given me throughout the years.

I am confident that our Church School and our youth will continue to grow and thrive under
her leadership.

With heartfelt gratitude and many blessings,
Paul Bajich
Church School Superintendent

Enroll Your Child in Church School

Registration for the 2026 church school year is now open! Parents can enroll their children
using the form below:

https://jspsurveys.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3KkKktFJIbcpXLO Deadline August 15

Serbian Language Teacher Needed
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We are also starting a short Serbian language lesson for our church school children — 20
minutes immediately following church school, every other week.

We are looking for one steady teacher and two substitutes to share the responsibility. No
formal teaching background is required, just a willingness to share our language with the next
generation.

If you are interested, or would like to learn more, please contact Marijana Kotlaja at (816)
382-9404.

Thank you for helping keep our faith and language alive in our parish.

Thank you! Marijana

ST. GEORGE LODGE #43 ...

Hello parishioners of St. George Church:

Our annual Lodge #43 luncheon was held on Sunday, July 12,
2026. After a very delicious meal, there were some exciting
announcements to share with those in attendance.

- 2026 is a special year since it marks the 125th anniversary of the
Serb National Federation. Beverly Sobotka was selected as Serb of the Year in 2017 by the
SNF and has been the only member of our church who has received this very prestigious
honor.

- We were pleased to welcome our newest and youngest member into Lodge #43, Bogdan
Kanatzar. We always enjoy watching our membership grow and look forward to adding even
more new members!

- The SNF annual basketball tournament was held on June 11-13, 2026 in Canton, OH. The
KC Serbs participated in the tournament this year. Paul Bajich was the coach for this team
and gave an overview of the team’s
performances during the tournament. Jovi
Bajich presented Paul with a jersey as a thank |
you and a souvenir from the team. Also, Jovi
read a thank you note to Lodge #43 for &
helping to sponsor this event, which was ¢
signed by all the boys on the
team. Congratulations and great job to the
KC Serbs for representing our church and our ©
lodge so well! '
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The Serb National Federation (SNF) is a fraternal organization founded by Serbian
immigrants. There are so many good reasons to be members of this organization - quality life
insurance, annuities, even sponsored sports, academic and cultural events. More information
about the SNF can be found at their website, snflife.org.

Save the date for Lodge 43’s annual assembly on Sunday, December 20, 2026. We hope you
will be able to join us. Thank you for your continuing support throughout the years!

Stephen Lemley, President Beverly Sobotka, Treasurer
Mary Jean Venema, Vice President Donna Lemley, Secretary

120™ Church Slava Celebration ...

On May 2-3, 2026, the Sunday of the Paralytic, the Parish of St. George the Great Martyr
Serbian Orthodox Church in Lenexa Kansas was blessed to celebrate several important events
at once (a history display was set up in the hall to show case these as well!):

« The 120th Anniversary of the creation of the parish

« The 100th Anniversary of the first Canonical Visit of St. Mardarije to Kansas City,
Kansas

« The 20th Anniversary of the Consecration of the new church building in Lenexa
Kansas by the late +Metropolitan Christopher (Kovacevic)

o And the parish Slava of St. George.

With the Blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Longin, His Grace Bishop Serafim visited
and led the celebrations at St. George’s Church.

The festivities began on the morning of Saturday, May 2 outside the historical St. George
Church building (on Bethany and Lowell St). This bU|Id|ng was sold to the Ethloplan
Christian Community in Kansas City, Kansas in :
2006 when the St. George Community moved to
Lenexa, KS.

His Grace Bishop Serafim, Fr. Radomir (Parish
Priest), Fr. Vladimir Terzic (Holy Trinity, St.
Louis), and Fr. Joseph Henre, served a
Thanksgiving Moleban
(Supplication/Thanksgiving Service) and an
Akathist to St. Mardarije outside by the original
cornerstone of the Church building, which had
been blessed in 1925 by St. Mardarije himself.
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St. George’s Church was originally founded in 1906 in
1 B the West Bottoms of Kansas City, KS. Until 1925, the
first church building was located by the rail yard. The
position near the river and flooding that came along led
the parish to move to streets Bethany and Lowell in
Kansas City, KS where it stayed until 2006.

Many people from St. George’s parish and the Ethiopian
. community joined their prayers of gratitude to God for
His numerous blessings to our communities.

His Grace Bishop Serafim blessed and preached to the
people present giving thanks to God for His mercy and
- gifts given to St. George’s community for the last 120

- years. He also thanked the Ethiopian community for
allowing us to visit the old parish building and for their
hospitality.

The parishioners of St. George’s in Lenexa visited the old Church building and parish hall —
sharing beautiful stories of baptisms, weddings, funerals, church events, sermons, and, most
importantly, the faithful who frequented the parish from 1925 till 2006 and prayed for their
salvation, as well as for the salvation of the world.

The Ethiopian community hospitably opened their doors to St. George’s parishioners and
prepared a meal for all attending. St. George’s choir sang Ziveli in the hall to the hosts. In
response, the Ethiopian choir, attired in pure white as is their custom, responded with a
traditional and beautiful song. About 100 people attended this event.

In the evening, His Grace Bishop Serafim along with Fr. Radomir Plavsic served festal
vespers and a pomen for all the deceased members of St. George, keeping their memory alive
in the hearts of their descendants and in their prayers to the Lord.

In attendance were Priests Fr. Sasa Petrovic from Omaha, NE, along with his parishioners; Fr.
Vladimir Terzic from St. Louis, MO; and Fr. Djordje Veselinovic from Des Moines, IA, as
well as around 200 faithful.

A sumptuous dinner (provided by the hard-
working Kolo Sestara) followed for all
present with — with traditional Serbian
tamburica music, expertly performed by the
Bajich Brothers who have been continuing
this spectacular tradition for decades.

On Sunday, May 3rd, Bishop Serafim served
a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy along with
Protopriest Sasa Petrovic, Hiermonk Alexii
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(Altschul), Protopriest Djordje Veselinovic, Priest Radomir Plavsic, Priest Turbo Qualls,
Priest Joseph Henre and Deacon John Flowers (St. Mary’s Church). A cross procession
around the Church and cutting of the Slava kolach in Church followed.

The clergy and parishioners of St. George’s church are grateful to all their 300+ Orthodox
faithful who came to pray and celebrate our church’s 120th anniversary. Parishioners from St.
Mary of Egypt SOC of Kansas City, MO; St. Nicholas SOC of Omaha, NE; St. Demetrius
SOC of Des Moines, IA; Monastics from St. Archangel Micheal Skete of Weatherby, MO;
and the Convent of the Mother of God Seeker of the Lost in Kansas City, MO made our Slava
celebration more beautiful and memorable thanks to their kindness, good wishes, and prayers.

After Divine Liturgy the Kolo of Sisters
prepared a delectable banquet — full of
mouthwatering Serbian dishes — for all present.
Church board president Michael Kimbell led
the program in the hall introducing and
welcoming everyone. In his moving speech, he
spoke about how St. George’s parish has
transformed his and his family’s life for the
better.
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This year's honored Kum was Reader Brad
Hijaz. Many years!

After many moving speeches by local and visiting attendees, His Grace Bishop Serafim
bestowed Gramatas on several people at St. George’s for their many years of work and
support of the parish, and of Christ’s Holy Church.

i

\ Gramatas were bestowed on Mark and Patricia Milosovich,
Bozidar Bajich, Daniel and Carol Gurba, Ljiljana Bajich-Bock,
Michael and Michelle Kimbell, Miryana Cubric, Reader Bradley
Hijaz, Paul Bajich, and Connie Hijaz. The gramatas were fittingly
bestowed, though the number of deserving individuals exceeded
those formally recognized.

After the end of the banquet, His Grace Bishop Serafim departed
to Chicago, blessing all of those present and encouraging them to
keep developing the gifts that were given to them by past

L generations of St. George’s parishioners, so as to glorify the Name
| of the Lord for generations to come, and grow and develop their
home church.

May the Lord richly bless all those who worked hard to prepare this celebration: cooking,
cleaning, singing, serving, performing, sharing of their time, talent, and treasure, to make this
a momentous occasion to be remembered for many years to come!
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Gramata Recognitions ...

Stewardship to the Church is given through one’s time, talents and treasures. At our St.
George Church Slava Celebration, the following individuals were presented with a
Gramata Acknowledgement recognizing their ongoing Dedication to our Church and
Parish. The Gramatas were given by and with the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan
+Longin and presented by Bishop +Serafim:

Bozhi Bajich
* Life-long member

» Service with the past priests - altar boy, accompanying them and singing responses for
funerals, pomens, prayer services

» Serving as pojac during weekday services when he wasn’t working

« Taught music to church school students

* Long-time, active member of S.S.S. St George; 50-year award recipient of the S.S.F.
» Former Church Choir Director; Presently, Assistant Church Choir Director

* Perpetuating Serbian Orthodoxy and Serbian culture through travels throughout the US and
Canada

» Perpetuating Serbian music as member of the Bajich Brothers Orchestra throughout the US

» Honored Kum - St. George Church Slava, Sv Sava Celebration, Sv Nikolai of Zica Choir
Slava

Lilijana “Seja” Bajich-Bock

« Life-long member

« Leadership/board roles within Kolo and Choir; including Past President of both

« Former Church School instructor

- Leadership roles with major fund raising activities for the Church, Kolo, and Choir
« Major commitment to being available for anything and anyone at Church

« Long-time, active member of S.S.S. St George

« 50-year award recipient of the S.S.F.; Delegate to S.S.F. convention

« Perpetuating Serbian Orthodoxy and Serbian culture through travels throughout the US and
Canada

« Honored Kuma - St George Church Slava, Sv Nikolai of Zica Choir Slava

Paul Bajich

* Life-long member

» Leadership/board roles with Church, Choir, Lodge; including actively supporting the Kolo
* Church President who led us through the trying times of the pandemic
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* Delegate to Midwest Diocese meetings; Auditing Board Member of the Midwest Diocese

* Church School Superintendent for many years, focusing on inclusion of all and generating
activities that will build strong relationships with the church community and all the children

* Active member of the Eastern Orthodox Youth Camp (EOYC)
* Long-time, active member of S.S.S. St George; Past President of the Choir

* Perpetuating Serbian Orthodoxy and Serbian culture through travels throughout the US and
Canada

* Perpetuating Serbian music as member of the Bajich Brothers Orchestra throughout the US
» Honored Kum - St George Church Slava, Sv Nikolai of Zica Choir Slava

Miryana Cubric

* Life-long member

« Leadership/board roles with Choir, Lodge, Kolo; including major fund raising.
* Church School Instructor

» Taught kolo classes to adults and students and prepared Folklore performances
* Active member of the Eastern Orthodox Youth Camp (EOYC)

* Long-time, active member of S.S.S. St George; Past President of the Choir

* 50-year award recipient of the S.S.F.

* Delegate to S.S.F. Conventions; Auditing Board member of the S.S.F.

* Perpetuating Serbian Orthodoxy and Serbian culture through travels throughout the US and
Canada

» Honored Kuma - St. George Church Slava, Sv Sava Celebration, Sv Nikolai of Zica Choir
Slava, Sv Petka Kolo Slava

Dan and Carol Gurba

« Long-time members

« Leadership/board roles with Church and Kolo

« Leadership roles with major fund raising activities for the Church and Kolo

« Initial, major investors in the St. George Designated Perpetual Memorial Fund for the long-
term benefit of our Church

« Honored Kumovi - St George Church Slava, Sv Sava Celebration, Sv Petka Kolo Slava

Brad Hijaz

* Life-long member

« Leadership/board roles with Church and Choir

» Service with priests - Altar boy, tonsured reader; Actively participates as Pojac, Reader
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» Major commitment to being available for anything and anyone at Church

« Leadership roles with major fund raising activities for the Church, Kolo, and Choir

* Long-time, active member of S.S.S. St George. Past President of the Choir

« Assistant Church Choir Director

* Former President of the S.S.F. as well as other board levels; Delegate to S.S.F Conventions
« Several years main grounds care worker - mowing and maintaining of landscaping

* Perpetuating Serbian Orthodoxy and Serbian culture through travels throughout the US and
Canada

» Honored Kum - St George Church Slava, Sv Nikolai of Zica Choir Slava

Connie Hijaz

« Long-time member

« Leadership/board roles with Kolo

- Leadership roles with major fund raising activities

« Time and talent in sewing items for the Church

« Time and talent in making church prosphora (bread)
« Past member of the S.S.S. St George

« Honored Kuma - St George Church Slava

Mike and Michelle Kimbell
* Long-time members

« Leadership/board roles with Church and Kolo, Mike current president of the Church and
Michelle past president of the Kolo

« Leadership roles with major fund raising activities

« Initial, major investors in the St. George Designated Perpetual Memorial Fund for the long-
term benefit of our Church

* Honored Kumovi - St George Church Slava

Mark and Pattie Milosovich
« Long-time members

« Leadership/board roles with Church and Kolo, each past presidents of the Church and Kolo
respectively

- Leadership roles with major fund raising activities

« Serving priest — Mark as altar boy, reader

« Member of the grounds crew mowing the lawn for several years
« Past members of the S.S.S. St George
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« Perpetuating Serbian Orthodoxy and Serbian culture through travels throughout the US and
Canada

« Honored Kumovi - St George Church Slava, Sv Sava Celebration, Sv Petka Kolo Slava

19" SerbFest ...

Our Annual SerbFest was held the weekend of May 29-30! A special thank you to those who
served as part of our organizing committee. Each of the members of the committee serve in
various roles within our parish and we thank them for taking this fundraiser for the church on
as well! A very special thank you also to all who stepped forward to help in various ways
including but not limited to: set up and take down, publicity, supplies ordering, food
preparation, baking, shift work, grilling,
music, parking, silent auction donations,
church tours, etc! All of these areas
come together to put on an event that
showcases the best of our culture and
parish for the community to enjoy! A
big thank you to our sponsors and item
donors! Your generosity helped us
realize a net income profit of over
$24,000.00 this year! Again, THANK
YOU to all who helped make this year’s
SerbFest a success!

Sincerely, Brad Hijaz and Paul
Milosovich, SerbFest Co-Chairs

Treasurer’s Report ...

Our financial report reflects the church’s activity through June 30, 2026, marking 7 months of
our fiscal year.

1. Our operating revenues have been off to a great start as we are up over $35,000
compared to the same time period last year. Weekly envelope giving is up over
$20,000. The funds collected in the cash plate are up almost $8,000.

2. Our operating expenses are running almost $23,000 more than last year largely due to
our $20,000 donation towards the St. Mardarije Cultural Center Renovation.

3. Overall, our net income for our operating accounts is up over $12,000 compared to last
year.
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4. Our real estate revenues continue to remain strong. These funds are used to help pay
for long-term and major repair/maintenance items for the church property.

5. SerbFest 2026 was another success having a net income of over $24,000! Thank you to
all who helped contribute to another successful year! We were fortunate to donate
$1,500 to our charitable partner, Hillcrest Transitional Housing!

Please remember to keep up with your weekly or monthly offerings as during the summer
months our operating revenues have seen a noted decrease. You may donate online through
the church website with a credit/debit card, PayPal, and we now accept Venmo!

We remain grateful to all who continue to help support our parish with your monetary
donations, along with your time and talents.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Milosovich
Treasurer

Bowling Tournament ...

This year’s annual bowling tournament was held
on Saturday, July 18. We had 15 teams
with 59 bowlers! A great time was had by all!
A special THANK YOU to the Kimbell Family for
underwriting this event again!
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Memorials and Special Donations - February 23, 2026 - July 26, 2026

In Memory of In Memory of
Silvera Evanoff Protojerej Stavrophor Radomir
Chkautovich
Mr. & Mrs. Ratko Cubric $50.00 Ms. Milica Milakovich $250.00
For the Health and Salvation of In Honor of the Birthday and
for the Health and Salvation of
Philip & Milana Mundweil, Bozhi Bajich
Radmila Samardzija, Quinton
Lowry
Mr. & Mrs. Milorad Samardzija $50.00 Mr. & Mrs. Peca Stancic $40.00
In Honor of the 50th Wedding
Anniversary and for the Health
and Salvation of
Milorad & Tijana Samardzija
Ms. Lillianna (Seja) Bajich-Bock | $50.00
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Miller $50.00
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