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A message from Fr. Radomir ...

Dear Reader,

If you want to skip ahead to the other articles in this issue of the Glasnik, I’11 give you the
punchline now: I’m writing to tell you to come to church and take Holy Communion this Pascha
(April 16", 2023).

Do you know why | keep badgering you about taking Communion? Because you desperately
need it - for protection. Because whether you know it or not, you’re involved in desperate fight for
your eternal life. This battle rages on daily — even when you’re asleep safe in your bed.

The reason that the spiritual world is up in arms because of you, is that you have something
that is so precious that it’s more valuable than the entire world. It is your immortal soul.

And the devil will employ any tricks in his considerable arsenal of lies to get his talons on you.
The scary thing is that on your own - without Christ - you will inevitably fail and become the devil’s
prey. Simply because you’re fighting against an enemy who is:

1. Invisible (that’s hard enough to deal with)

2. Cunning

3. Overwhelming in numbers

4. And has thousands upon thousands of years of collective evil experience.

The enemy is much more prepared, much smarter, and more evil than even your least favorite
politician.

The bad news of spiritual life is this: you have terrible odds against you. If you think about any
kind of sports competition, something like this would never ever be legal. Just imagine: How would it
be possible to let a professional athlete compete with a toddler? And we are all toddlers when it comes
to spiritual life.

If you think that you want out of this fight — it’s already too late. You’re baptized. You or your
godparents spit on the head of the devil during the rite of baptism. And he will never forgive you for
that. And for choosing Christ over him.

If you think you can placate with him, forget it now. Unlike God, the devil doesn’t have
mercy. He is incapable of it. He will use you and throw you out to rot in hell. Your only hope is to
seek God’s help — not tomorrow, not next year, not on your death bed, but now. Before Pascha.

Before you decide that I’m advocating for you to just give up, | want to share something with
you.

Holy Communion is the one and only thing that can save you in this life and lead you to
eternal life. Because when you take communion, you become one with God.
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As long as you want to fight this terrible enemy whose dearest wish is your constant torment and
eternal destruction... you must know that you have a serious advantage on your side: God Himself.
Which means that and you’ll never have to fight alone.

With God, you have unbeatable odds FOR you — as long as you stay in that partnership with
Christ.

He will always help you, when you do the minimum that He has asked you to do: leave your sins
behind by repenting of them, and become one with Jesus Christ— the person who is ALWAYS on
your side, no matter what you’ve done, and no matter how many lies you’ve been told by the devil.

When Christ is with you, nobody can defeat you. You will never be abandoned. You will never
be alone. And you will never die an eternal death.

But you have to follow the system Jesus gave us 2000 years ago. This is the same exact system
our Church has been following ever since. And if you need proof that it works, look at the myriad of
Orthodox saints.

Do you think St George ever said: “Jesus doesn’t care if | fast, if | don’t keep my baptismal vows,
if I commit adultery once in a while? Doesn’t the Bible say that God is love? That must mean that |
get a carte blanche to do anything | want?”

St Nicholas the Wonderworker, our patron great martyr George, St Sava —are your proof that
Christ’s system works. And that you have to fight for your salvation despite the terrible odds.

And that’s why | keep telling you to please, arm yourself with the shield of Jesus Christ’s
Body and Blood. So God’s Blood mixes with yours, burning away your sins, and the devil has no
pOWer over you anymore.

I’11 leave you with one of my favorite quotes. | hope you remember it and find it useful. St
Maximos the Confessor (VI-VII’s century) said: “Together, God and | constitute an overwhelming
majority.”

So — be with God. Come to Church, and do what the Church- established by Jesus Christ Himself
- tells you to do: avail yourself of all the opportunities for salvation that our Church gives us. Confess
your sins, pray with all your heart, and take Holy Communion regularly to be ONE with Jesus Christ.
Especially since Pascha (Orthodox Easter) is coming up on April 16%.

| hope to see you in line for confession and communion there. Defeat the devil by the power of
your God Jesus Christ! Christ is Risen!

Fr. Radomir Plavsic

Parish Priest

St. George Serbian Orthodox Church
Lenexa, Kansas
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Aparu dnraoue,

Axo xeante Aa mpebere Ha Apyre daaHke y oBoM 0pojy I'aacHuka, caaa hy Bam pehu caxero mrra
je HajBaKHHj€ Y MOM ITHCMY: IIMIIIEM A4 BAM Ka>KeM Aa AobheTe y IPKBY 1 A2 Ceé IPHUYECTUTE OBOT
Backpca (16. ampuaa 2023.).

3HaTe AM 3aIIITO CTAAHO BAaC IaibaM Aa ce IIpudectute? 3aTO IITO BAM j€ OYAJHHYKH IIOTPEOaH - 32
3AIITUTY. Jep, 3HAAU BH TO HAHU HE, VK/GYICHH CTE Y BEAHKY OOpOY 3a cBOj BeuHH kuBOT. OBa OnTKA Tpaje
CBAKOAHEBHO - 9aK U KaAa CIiaBaTe OE30CAHO y CBOM KPEBETY.

Pazaor 3a111To ce AyXOBHI CBET AHMIKE § PYKE 300T BaC je Taj IIITO IMATE HEIIITO IIITO j€ TOAUKO
APATOIIEHO AQ j€ BPEAHH]E OA IIEAOT cBeTa. T je TBoja OecMpTHA AyIma.

A hapo he ynorpebuT OMAO KaKBe TPUKOBE Y CBOM 3HAYAJHOM APCEHAAY AQKH Ad OM Bac
AoTepao cBojum Karrama. Hajerparranje je To 1rro here camu - 6e3 Xpucra - #eusbesxncio pormacTi u
rrocTaTa haBosH IIAEH. JEAHOCTABHO 3aTO IIITO Ce OOPHUTE IIPOTUB HEIPHjaTe/va KOJH je:

* HeBuasus (ca THM je AOBOASHO TEITKO AQ CE€ HOCH)
* Aykas
* Orpoman y 6pojy

* 11 uma XHU/dAAC 1 XH/pAAC TOAMHA MCKYCTBA KOACKTHUBHOI' 3A4.

Hemnpujares je MHOTO CIIpeMHUjH, MHOTO IIAMETHHJU 1 3AHJU 92K U OA BAIlIET HajMarbe
OMHI/SCHOT IIOAUTHYIAPA.

Aorira BeCcT AyXOBHOI KHBOTA je CAeAcha: MMaTe CTpalIHe KBOTE IPOTUB BAC. AKO
pasMuIdaTe 0 OMAO KAKBOM CIIOPTCKOM TAKMIYCELY, OBAKO HEIITO HUKAAA HE ON OHMAO ACTAAHO.
3ammcAaunTe camo: kako 6u 6mao Moryhe myctuti podecHOHAAHOT CIIOPTUCTY Ad CE€ TAKMHYH €A MAAUM
ACTETOM? A CBH CMO MAAHIIIAHU KaAa j€ Y IINTAHY AYXOBHU KHBOT.

AKO MHECAHTTE AQ KeAnTe Aa n3ahere n3 oBe ObopoOe — Beh je kacHo. Bu cre kprrrenn. Bu man
BAIIIH KYyMOBH IIAYBAAU €y DaBOAY Ha rAaBy TOKOM 00peAa kpirrersa. Y on samv mo nuxada nehe onpocmumn.
M nrro cre mzabpasn Xprcra Hap BUM.

AKO MHCAHUTE A MOJKETE Ad CE CMHPHTE Ca BbHM, 3a00paBUTE TO Caaa. 3a pa3AnuKy oa bora, haso
Hema muaocta. OH je 3a To Hecnocoban. Mckopucruhe te n nzbarmhe te Aa TpyHere y mmakay. Bara
jearHa Haaa je Aa Tpaxute boxkujy momoh — He cyrtpa, He caeache roanne, ne Ha campry, Beh caaa. Ipe
Backpca.

Hpe HCT'O IITO OAAYVYIHTC Ad C€ 3aAAXKEM 32 TO Ad jCAHOCTaBHO OAYCTAHCTE, JKEAHUM Ad IIOACAIM
HEIIITO Ca BaMa.

Cgero IIpuuenthe je jeAmHa CTBap KOja BAC MO’K€ CHIACHUTH Y OBOM >KHBOTY M OABECTH Y
JKHBOT BEYHH. Jep KaAa Ce IIPUYIECTUTE, II0CTajeTe jeaaH ca borom.
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AoKAe roa KeAuTe Aa ce OOPHTE IIPOTUB OBOI CTPAIIHOT HEIIPHjATE/va THja j€ HAJAPAKA HKEba
BaIlla CTAAHA MYKa U BEYHO VHHIIITEIHE... MOPATE 3HATU A UMATe O30HA>HY IIPEAHOCT Ha CBOJOj CTPAHH:
cam bor. [IITo 3Haun Aa HMKaaa Hehete MopaTH Aa ce GopuTe cCamMu.

Ca Borowm, nmare Henaamarirae mrasce 3A BaC — CBE AOK OCTAHETE Y TOM IIAPTHEPCTBY Ca
Xpucrom.

Omn he Bam ysex romohu, Kaaa ypaAnTe MHHHMYM KOJI je OA BAC TPAKHUO: OCTABUTE CBOjE Ipexe
rokajyhu ce 3a mux 1 mocranure jedro ca Vicycom Xpucrom — ocobom koja je VBEK ma Barroj crpanm,
6e3 003mpa IIITa CTe YIHBUAH, 1 O€3 003MPa KOAUKO AQKI BaM je pekao haso.

Kada je Xpucmoc ca 6ama, nuxo sac e monce nobeoumu. Huxapa nehere Ourn manyrrrenn. Hukaaa
uehere Ouru camu. V Hukaaa vehere ympern BeanoMm cMphy.

Aan Mopare caeantu cucreM koju Ham je Fcye aao pe 2000 roanna. To je nctu cucrem Koju
marra [pkBa caear 0A Tapa. A ako BaM Tpeba AOKA3 Aa PaAH, ITOTAEAAjTE OE30PO] IIPABOCAABHUX CBETAIIA.

Mucawnre an Aa je Ceenu ‘Bophe nxana pexao: ,,Jcyca Huje Opura Aa AH IOCTHM, aKO HE AP/KUM
CBOjE 3aBeTE KPIIITEHhA, AKO C BPEMEHA Ha BpeMe YIHHHIM IIpesyoy? 3ap bubanja me kaxe Aa je bor
roy0aB? To MOpa Aa 3HAYH A2 AOOHJAM 70/21y10 ¢10600y AA PAAHIM CBE IIITO KEAUM?

Csern Hukonaj UyaorBoparr, Harr samtuTHHK BeAukomydeHuk I'eopruje, Csern Casa — Barmr cy
dokas aa Xpuctos cucteM pyukrmonurne. M aa ce mopare 6opumu 3a CBoje ClIaCEbe YIPKOC CTPAIITHIM
H3TACAMMA.

11 3aT0 Bam cTaAHO roBopuM HaopyskajTe ce mrrutoM Teaa n Kpsu Mceyca Xpucra. Aakae, boxkja
KpB ce merrra ca Bariom, caropesajyhu Barrre rpexe, u haBo BuIlle HeMa BAACT HaA Bama.

OcraBuhy Bam jeaar oA Mojux omumdeHuX uTaTa. Haaam ce Aa here ra samamrury 1 Aa he Bam
outn oA kopuctu. Ceern Makcum McenoBeannk (6-7 Bex) je pexao: ,,3ajeaAHo, bor u ja unnnmo Haamohny
Behwumy.

Aaxae — Oyanre ca borom. Aohure y LIpkBy u unHnTe 0HO 1rto Bam LlpkBa — ycraHOBMAS>EHA OA
camor Mcyca Xprcra — kaxe: HCKOPUCTHTE CBE MOI'YhHOCTH 32 CIIacerbe KOje HaMm Ipyska Harra [{pksa.
HMcrroBeaajre cBoje rpexe, MOAUTE C€ CBIM CPIIEM H PeAOBHO ce npruerthyjre aa oucre oman JEAHO ca
Hcycom Xpucrom. [Tororoso 1rro ce 16. anpuaa 6amxu Backpe (mpaBocaasra [Tacxa).

Haaam ce aa hy Bac Tamo Buaetn y peay 3a ucriosect u npuderithe. ITopasu haBoaa cuaom Bora
csora Mcyca Xpucra! Xpucroc Backpce!

o. Papomup I1aasrmh

ITapox

Cprcka nmpaBocaasaa 1pkBa Csetor Hopha
Aenexca, Kansac
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT ...

Hristos Voskrese! Voistinu VVoskrese!
I hope you had a very spiritual and fulfilling Great Lent leading to our Greatest Celebration of all, Holy Pascha.

As usual, the year is moving so fast as we now are four months in. We will be celebrating our Church Slava on
May 7" with our Honored Kuma, Mary Jean Venema. One month later, it will be our annual SerbFest on June
2" and 3", It will take all of our church community to work together to make it another success. Please
contact Mark Milosovich or Seja Bajich-Bock to see what you can do to help. We are also hoping to get
donations to help pay for all of the meats used for the fest. Please provide your donations to Jelena Miller or
Pero Bajich.

I always like to give a recap of the first three months of the year, so here goes.

Badnje Vece was celebrated to a full church and we were blessed to have our children sing several Christmas
Carols under the direction of Bozhi and Alexis Bajich. It was so nice to see the number of children
participating from the very young to the seniors in High School. Thank you parents for not only bringing your
children, but letting them know that this is an important part of their heritage.

Bozic was not attended as well, but those who did come were able to share the birth of our Lord and Savior
with our St. George community. In today’s day and age, we as parents need to show our children by setting the
example for them to follow, coming to Church and putting Christ first is our number one priority.

Our Nova Godina celebration came next. Luckily, we finally had some decent weather that allowed everyone
to come and celebrate the New Year. Thanks to all of those who not only came, but brought or prepared the
food and drink for everyone to enjoy. The music was provided by the Bajich Brothers Orchestra and the end of
the night sing-a-long was enjoyed by all.

Our Sveti Sava celebration showed off the talents of our youth. The singing, dancing, and presentations of the
Deklamacija were some of the best ever. Our own Camp Director, Marija Bajich provided a brief pitch for our
EOYC camp and appealed to our parents to send their kids to camp. It is one of the best experiences they can
have and will meet friends that they will stay in touch with for life. The honored Kumovi for the day, were
Jackson Kimbell and Nikola Cubric. Their personal speeches left everyone not only laughing, but having a
sense of pride to see that their relationship to our St. George Family has been such a huge part of the lives.
What great examples for our future graduates to follow.

We again hosted the EOYC camp dinner, headed by Dayna Meyers and our Kolo President, Shauna Bajich.
Although the attendance was down from our neighboring churches, it was still a successful fund raiser for
EQYC.

We also hosted the Vespers and Dinner for the third week of Great Lent. There were 9 Priests in attendance
and over 125 people. Thank you to the Choir for singing the responses and providing a very spiritual
experience. Also, thank you to all of our Kolo members who provided the delicious meal that followed.
People stayed and enjoyed themselves for over 3 hours. These services have been growing every year, so if
you haven’t attended, please plan to do so next year.

Our Pascha celebration includes the most spiritual and uplifting services of the year. Please plan on attending
as we celebrate our Lord’s Victory over Death.

In Christ, Peter Bajich, Church President
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KOLO SRPSKIH SESTARA “SV. PETKA” ...

Happy New Yearl! | hope that 2023 brings health, happiness and joy to
all'! First of all, I would like to thank Seja Bajich for her leadership in
2022, 1 would call it a true success! As we start this year, we have
celebrated Sveti Sava and hosted the EOYC Luncheon, thank you to Dayna
Meyers and her team for preparing and providing the meals for both of these
events. On March 19th, we hosted a delicious meal for Pan Orthodox
Sunday Vespers, thank you to Donna Bajich and Lisa Gribble for
coordinating. Additionally, thank you to Donna Bajich for organizing the

: coffee hours. Our parish really enjoys having a little something to share
with one another on Sundays.

As usual, we will also be collecting donations for Pascha flowers. If you would like to contribute
please give your donation to Donna Lemley or myself. Hvala!

We are starting to discuss and plan for St. George’s Day and SerbFest, | will forward information in
the coming weeks.

We do have a new form of communication.....a new Face Book Page to allow our Kolo members to
stay updated on all the fun we are having! Thank you so much to Milana Mundweil for setting it up.
If you are not a member of the Kolo and are interested please give me a call (913-634-1921), email
(svpetkakc@gmail.com) or we can chat on Sundays!

Do not forget to pay your $10 annual dues, which can be given to Donna Lemley or myself.

The Kolo Board for 2023 is the following:

President Shauna Bajich
Vice President Michelle Kimbell
Treasurer Donna Lemley
Secretary Jelena Ozegovic

Members at Large  Dayna Meyers and LeAnn Hinkle
I look forward to this new year! Thank you for your support!

Shauna Bajich, Kolo President

ST. GEORGE CHOIR ...

Greetings from your church choir! The start of the New Year has brought
another busy period for the choir. We held our annual election of officers in
December, the new choir board is: President Brad .
Hijaz, Vice President Harold Kanatzar, Secretary
Miryana Cubric, and Treasurer Beverly Sobotka.
On Sunday, March 26 we observed our Choir Slava,
St. Nikolai of Zica. This year’s honored Kuma was
Seja Bajich-Bock. Seja has been a member of the choir for over 50 years,
past officer of our board and chairs many of our annual events. Thank you,
Seja for your dedication and support!

The next events being planned by the choir are the annual Fish Fry to be
held Friday, April 7 from 5-8 pm along with our popular Posno Food and
Bake Sale to be held Palm Sunday after church. As always, we thank you
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for supporting these events as the income raised helps support our choir
members travel expenses when we are invited to be a guest choir in
another city or attend the annual SSF Festival in May. As we look to the
summer the choir will again be sponsoring the “Serbia” booth at the
annual Ethnic Festival at Swope Park, August 18-20. Looking to the fall,
our choir will hold our annual choir concert September 23-24 with guests
joining us from Lake Forest, IL and Omaha NE. In closing, may all our
church parishioners and friends be blessed this Pascha Season and beyond!

Hristos Voskrese! Christ Is Risen!
Brad Hijaz, Choir President

CHURCH SCHOOL ...

We have been blessed to have had church school classes since September
2022, with an average number of students of 25. A special appreciation

' goes to our teachers, Mira Cubric, Stephanie Mattivi, Leah Lemley and
. l Joey Mattivi who continue to dedicate their own time planning lessons
and organizing various activities for our children.

On Badnja Vece, 34 students, led by Alexis & Bozhi Bajich, sang several
beautiful songs to the delight of their parents and all those present at the
Christmas Eve Service.

Our annual Sveti Sava Celebration was held on Sunday, January 29th, 2023, with 35 students
participating and WOW, what an AWESOME Sveti Sava Celebration!!! Congratulations to our
Kumovi, Nikola Cubric & Jackson Kimbell, who as expected, represented themselves and our Church
School in an outstanding manner. What passionate speeches were given by both of them. Thanks
again to Dayna Meyers and the Kolo for preparing and providing the delicious luncheon, our Choir
for singing responses and of course Mary Jean Venema for our dessert! Please visit our church
website for a photo gallery of this event and the live performance (thanks to Bob Cubric and Paul
Milosovich). Additionally, our Folklore Groups shared performances, led by Peca and Mike Stancic.
Thanks again to these two gentlemen for taking the time to teach our children.

On Cheese Fare Sunday, the older students, led by Shauna Bajich, provided a variety of special
delights for our luncheon to be shared by everyone in attendance.

We will continue to have church school every
Sunday thru May, so | would encourage all
parents to bring their children to take advantage
of this great opportunity that our church provides
in learning about our Orthodox values and
teachings. Reminder, that EOYC Camp will start
the week of July 30" thru August 5", in which
attendance and participation in church school will
assist in reducing your student’s registration fee.

Paul Bajich
Church School Superintendent
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Donations to our Church can be made on our website:

www.st-george-church.org, given at Church, or mailed to our address:

11001 Greenwood St., Lenexa, KS 66215.

ST. GEORGE LODGE #43 ...

Hello parishioners of St. George. Christ is in our midst.

For nearly 120 years the Serb National Federation (SNF) has been selling
Life Insurance, IRA’s, Annuities and now the new Single Premium Term to
Age 30 (SPT30). SPT30 is a plan designed to provide level coverage at a
low cost for children and young adults between the ages of 0-30, in face
amounts of either $10,000 ($125.00 single premium) or $20,000 ($225.00
single premium).

We are proud to welcome the following new members to our St. George Lodge #43: Neven and Nina
Shaw; Nick and John Mattivi; Cody, Cole, Cade and Camden Pleacher and Chelsea Beeves. Thank
you to all for adding your children and grandchildren to the SNF! Also, any member can apply for
SNF scholarship opportunities, from first year college students to trade schools to graduate school.
Applications are available on: snflife.org.

Our Lodge will be hosting our annual luncheon on Sunday, July 23rd and we hope that you will be
able to attend. If you have any questions on what the Serb National Federation has to offer, please
contact one of our officers listed below. Thank you for all your support throughout the years!
Wishing all a Blessed Pascha!

Lodge Officers for 2023 are:

Stephen Lemley, President (816-599-0114) Mary Jean Venema, Vice President
Beverly Sobotka, Treasurer Donna Lemley, Secretary
EOYC ...
oR
o?%‘m T/,oo
< >

Hello all!! 1t’s time to mark your calendars, EOYC is back again this
summer! This year EOYC will be July 30th — August 5th, 2023. Registration
w is already up ar_1d running for both campers and counselors. We will be back

HC at Tall Oaks this year and are looking forward to another great year of camp!
Marija Bajich and Katie Rowe are co-directors again this year and are
already planning lots of fun activities to go with this year’s theme! If you have any questions,
comments, or concerns regarding camp, please feel free to reach out to either Marija at
serbgirl.mb@gmail.com or Katie at kcrowe23@gmail.com.

Facebook: St. George Serbian Orthodox Church Lenexa, Kansas 9
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Additionally, please mark your calendars for the EOYC General Board Meeting. It will be Sunday,
April 23rd, 2023, at 1:00 pm. The meeting will be held at St. George Serbian Orthodox Church this
year. All who wish to attend are welcome.

SerbFest 2023 ...

Our annual Serb Fest will be here soon. Please keep the weekend of June
2"d and 3" available to assist with this fundraising event.

Sign-ups for the food line are being handled by Mark Milosovich. If you are
interested in helping with the outside grilling contact Pat Hinkle.

Cookies-pastries-desserts! Please use your talents and help us fill the cookie booth for SerbFest with
our tasty delights. Start baking now and bring your cookies to the hall to freeze. Please see Mira
Cubric and let her know what you’re bringing and if you’d be willing to help with sales. If baking is
not your thing, you can donate to the silent auction. Items may be themed baskets, sports items, gift
cards, kitchen ware, just to name a few. Let Mira know if you are able to help with this as well. Our
Church thanks you!

Once again, we are looking for corporate sponsors to be included in our menu. If you have friends
who own businesses, or you have businesses you frequent, who would like to be a SerbFest sponsor,
please contact Mark Milosovich for details.

If you are unable to attend this year’s event, or would like make a donation to defray costs, visit our
website at: st-george-church.org and click the Donate button. In the note option write SERBFEST.
Or you can give a check to Jelena Miller.

Let’s make this our best SerbFest ever! Please invite one new friend or family member who has not
yet attended our event so we can share our Serbian heritage, culture, and hospitality with even more
people. Be sure to wear your ethnic Serbian or SerbFest attire during SerbFest weekend.

FINANCIAL REPORT ...

As we review our Financials for the first 4 months of our fiscal year starting November 1, 2022 and
ending February 28, 2023, we would like to bring to everyone’s attention the following items:

e Weekly parishioner’s offerings have decreased in comparison with the prior year, please
continue to make your donations, which assist us in paying our normal operating expenses. As
everyone is aware, the cost of utilities continues to rise.

e We are very proud that we collected $9,426 from our parishioners for the Holy Archangel
Michael Skete Monastery in Weatherby, MO to assist in the rebuilding of their facility due to
the unfortunate fire that occurred during November, 2022. The Church Board approved an
additional amount to make our total donation $20,000.
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e During the Christmas Season, we once again raised funds for families who are in need.
Through the generosity of our parishioners, we collected a total of $4,900, which was
distributed among 10 families. These families truly appreciated these gifts.

e With regard to our building maintenance, we received a very generous donation from a
parishioner, which will be used to assist us in the current maintenance projects that have been
underway. This includes repairs to our church roof, windows, parking lot and sidewalks.

e We had to repair the cooler in the kitchen at a cost of nearly $10, 000. Our Kolo generously
donated funds to cover the entire amount of these repairs.

Please remember to make sure you have paid your annual dues of $100 per member. If you have
questions regarding your membership, please contact Jelena Miller.

If you have questions regarding our financials or the projects we are addressing, please contact a
member of the church board.

Everyone is encouraged to share their time, talents and treasures. Together we will continue to build a
strong St. George Serbian Orthodox Community.

Remembrance Day for the victims of 1999 NATO aggression on Friday, 24 March 2023, a
central event was held at Saint George Square in Sombor, on the occasion of the Day of
Remembrance for the victims of 1999 NATO aggression.

His Holiness Serbian Patriarch Porfirije served a memorial service to all the innocent victims of
NATO aggression, which began with the bombing of our country on this day twenty-four years
ago. Protopresbyter-stavrophoros Milivoj Mijatov and Protodeacon Radomir Vru¢inié
concelebrated with His Holiness the Serbian Patriarch. After the memorial service, His Holiness
Serbian Patriarch Porfirije delivered a befitting sermon:

“Esteemed Mr. President of the Republic of Serbia, esteemed Mr. President of the Republic of
Srpska; dear Effendi Jusufspahi¢, dear Mufti and all other representatives of other religious
communities; all respected representatives of various institutions from Serbia and from other
countries who have come here; but, above all, dear brothers and sisters, dear people of Backa,
citizens of Srem, Banat and Backa and, of course, dear citizens of Sombor, cherished Orthodox
people, gathered tonight from almost every place in Backa and a large number of places from
Srem and Banat, but also from other regions, gathered to pray to the One God in Trinity, to pray
for the victims of the inhuman and illegal aggression of the largest military power in history, in
the most disproportionate war conflict, the most disproportionate balance of power on the
battlefield since the beginning of time!

We all remember, from the city where the first bomb fell on this day in 1999, in these same early
evening hours, when the first destructions of our wonderful and beloved Motherland, our nature,
our property and our lives began, and when the first Serbian citizen was killed, named Radovan
Medi¢, the first of thousands killed and wounded in this aggression. We remind ourselves and
others as well that our people, but also the whole world, need peace most of all, but also mutual
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understanding, awareness that there is room for every living soul under the sun, but also for every
nation to organize itself and its life the way that suits it best.

Remembering those days when not only military facilities were destroyed by bombs in this city,
but also factories, craft workshops, homes, schools, kindergartens, even the water springs from
which the city of Sombor is supplied, while cruise missiles rushed through the surrounding sky-
roads to deliver deadly cargo, we are doing the same thing that the people of Sombor did that day,
that spring of war in 1999. And the people of Sombor have been gathering in this very square that
bears the name — and that is certainly not accidental — of Saint George, but also through him of
our God, the God of love, because it bears the name of the Holy Trinity. People gathered here,
while encouraging and helping each other, have been, on the one hand, sending out a peace
message to the world, and at the same time they have been praying for peace. We do the same
today. We gathered to pray for all those who have suffered unjustly from criminal blasts from
heaven, where blessings should come from. And instead of the angel of God bringing peace,
“angels” came who sowed death. We pray even more fervently today, because today a military
conflict is being waged in Europe, which threatens to drag the whole world into its abyssal vortex,
and we pray that in Ukraine, where the war is being waged, the weapons that sow death and spill
innocent blood will cease as soon as possible.

Some would like to push our Serbian people again — | would say jumping the queue — into
conflicts, both among themselves and with others as well. Others, who do not understand that the
Christian God is God of love and peace and that the Church lives and witnesses peace, preaching
it to all people and nations, demand that the Church, through her positions and statements,
actually provide cover to those who would push us into mutual misunderstandings, into new wars
and conflicts.

I will repeat what | have said countless times, but also what, | am sure, all of us gathered here
today unanimously think: the mission of the Church is to draw strength in every way, and above
all, through prayer and faith in Christ, and to witness and build peace and mutual trust between
people and nations through the power of Christ’s peace. My peace | give to you — said none other
than the Lord Himself. This peace is not like the peace of those who constantly talk about peace
and speak more and louder than others, and at the same time produce endless quantities of the
deadliest instruments of death and, of course, taking advantage of that production, live
incomparably better than others. Let us primarily build and preserve God’s peace within
ourselves, and then we will be able to reconcile with other people, first with our closest relatives,
with our neighbors, with friends and colleagues at work, with everyone, and then we will be able
to be true messengers of peace.

We pray and struggle so that our suffering is not repeated, neither to us nor to anyone else. Let us
persistently pursue the path of all conversations and negotiations, the path of dialogue that aims
for at least basic mutual understanding among people. But let us not accept ultimatums and
blackmails at any cost — ultimatums and blackmails that imply giving away oneself and one’s
own, renouncing oneself and one’s own. At the same time, let us do our best to remain the last at
the table where a solution is sought that will preserve peace for us and for everyone around us. If
the spiral of evil starts here again, there is no doubt and no arguments are needed to confirm that
we will all be complete losers. Speaking this, I am looking at the cross on which our Lord Jesus
Christ was crucified, the cross on which, following Christ, thousands and hundreds of thousands,

Facebook: St. George Serbian Orthodox Church Lenexa, Kansas 12



www.st-george-church.org 11001 Greenwood St, Lenexa, KS 66215 110th Issue — April 2023

perhaps even millions of men, women and children from all over the world, but also thousands of
men, women and children from our kin, were crucified... All the way from Saint Prince Lazar of
Kosovo to Radovan Medi¢, Hariton of Crna Reka, to Milica Raki¢ and other children, young and
old, who suffered death during the fateful year of 1999.

But, just as the Lord’s Crucifixion and Passion on the cross got not only meaning and
inexhaustible hope in the Resurrection, but also brought the ultimate essential victory, not only to
latter innocent sufferings but also to every human activity, every work, creation, joy, love, and
sorrow, so do we see the cross-resurrectional sacrifice of the victims of our kin as a pledge to our
firm following Christ, firm walking in His footsteps of peace and love and undoubted, absolutely
certain final victory.

Therefore, today we pray for all those who suffered death in the spring of 1999, innocent victims,
for our compatriots, our brothers and sisters. May God forgive their souls and grant them eternal
rest, and to all the people who suffered innocently during the NATO aggression against the
Serbian people. May God grant us that the greatest Feast, the Feast of victory, the Feast of life
and joy, the Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ find us in health, spiritual joy and
every kind of good. May you all be blessed by God and live for many years!”

After the sermon of His Holiness, there was a program dedicated to the Day of Remembrance for
the Victims of 1999 NATO Aggression, during which a musical and stage performance was
performed that reminded those present of the difficult and sad days of the criminal attack and
bombing of our country, when many of our compatriots suffered innocently. Mrs. Marijana
Paskas, daughter of Yugoslav army ensign Radovan Medi¢, who was the first victim of NATO
aggression, addressed the audience and expressed her gratitude that such ceremonies preserve the
memory of all those who lost their lives during the 78 days of bombing. The President of the
Republic of Srpska, Mr. Milorad Dodik and the President of the Republic of Serbia Mr.
Aleksandar Vuci¢ also addressed to gathered people.

The marking of the Day of Remembrance for the Victims of NATO Aggression was attended by
the highest state officials: Vladimir Orli¢, President of the National Assembly of the Republic of
Serbia, Ana Brnabi¢, Prime Minister of the Republic of Serbia, ministers in the Government of
Serbia, representatives of the Serbian Armed Forces, Bishop of Dacia Felix kyr Jeronim from the
Romanian Orthodox Church, Bishop of Moha¢ kyr Damaskin, representatives of traditional
Churches and religious communities, clergy and numerous people.

Hema rpexa koju je Behu ox jby0asu boxkje
Hryman HUKOH AToHckH

Mu ne unemo y Paj He 3aTo mTo rpemmmMo. 3HajTe 1a je jeauHu Oe3rpenrad 0uo XpucToc u
HuKo Jpyru. He unemo y Paj He 3aT0 1mTo YMHUMO rpexe. JJok cMO KUBH U JIOK Cy HaM 04U
oTrBOpeHe, rpemuMo. Otuhu hemo y Paj, jep ce cBUM cui1ama TpyaAHMO /1a NOCTAHEMO OHO LITO
Xpucroc xkeju Aa 6ynemo, u oBaj Hanop he nac cnacutu. [la 11 MokeMO TOOEIUTH UCKYILICHE
rpexa WM He, He 3aBUCHU 0] Hac, Hero o7 bokje OmaromaTy.

Mopamo moautn I'ocnoga na Ham nomasbe CBojy 01aronart. Axo Ham OH nomasbe CBojy
Omarojar, HeheMo ce JbYTUTH, YUHUTH Npesby0y, KpacTH U Tako Aabe. Ako bor He nomasbe CBojy
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osaaronar, Hehemo mohu camu 1a caBi1agamo cBoje rpexe. To He 3Hauu Ja HUCMO OHO ILLITO
Xpucroc xenu aa Oyaemo. Paryjemo, 60puMo ce mpoTUB CBOjUX TpexoBa. BuaumMo cBoje rpexe u
MUCIIIMO Ja aKO MPECTaHEMO /12 UX YUHUMO, HeheMO TpeluTi H1 yMOM, HH 0YMMa, HU YIIUMA. ..
He cmemo nactu y ouaj u pehu: ,,YBek ynajgam y 3aMKy UCTOT I'pexa. 3Hauu, He MOT'y HUILTA J1a
IIOCTUTHEM: HE paJuM HUITal!*

MHOro 4nHUMO: UCIOBEIaMo Ce, CMUPYjeMO ce, KajeMo ce... To je oHo mTo he Hac cnacuTy,
a He BpJIMHA y K0joj cMo ycrienu. M haBo uma BpimHe. JenHoM cam, YUMHHUBIIU HEIITO 100po,
OTHIIIA0 JIa TO Ka’KeM CBOM cTapily. Taja cam 610 UCKylIeHUK. YUM Me je yriieao, 0Max je CXBaTHO
0 yeMy ce paau. 1, mpe Hero mTo cam ycreo OWIIo 1ITa Jja U3rOBOPHUM, PEKao je:

,,delo Moje, 3amTo aa ce XxBauMo u ropaumo? Tume mrto moctumo? Hukana He MOkKEMO
MOCTUTH BUIIIe 011 haBoia, jep oH HUKaga HumTa He jeae. OH je Hajsehu mocHuk. Mu 3aTo mro cmMo
OyzaHu U Mazo cniaaMo? He MoxeMo octatu OyiHHU BUILIE O] JIYKaBOr, jep OH HUKaJ He crnasa. Jla iu
ce y3I[p’KaBaMo, OCTajeMO LEeTOMYAPEHHU U3 Jby0aBu npema Xpucty? Mmamo mu Ty Bpauny? Anw,
HUKaJa HeheMo nmocTaTH LeloMyApeHHjH o/ haBoia, jep OH He el TelIeCHa 33/10BOJbCTBA: HE
Tpebajy My, jep HeMa Telo.

buo cam 3anamen! Koauko roa BpiinHa uManu, HUKaza He MoxkeMo crehu oHe Koje haBo uma.
Anu, na nu he ose BpauHe ciacutu hasona? He. Hehe cnacutu Hu Hac.

[Ta xohy na xaxem? Jla He Tpeba na 6ynemo nodbpoaeresbuu? He. bopuhemo ce 3a ctuname
noOpozaetesbu. XpHIlhaHUH je YBEK J0OpOAeTesbaH, ajli HUje CBAaKU JOOPOAETEeIbHU YOBEK 00aBE3HO
xpumrthaaud. Mehy Oynuctuma, XuHaycuMma, JeBpejuma, mpoTecTaHTHMa TIOCTOj€ 100poIeTesbHI
Jbyau. Anu, BpJMHe came 1o cedu He cnacaBajy. Cnacuhemo ce nmokajameM M CMHPEHEM.
CMupemeM Haller yma.

Anu, cMUpe€e HUje caMo U3roBapame HEKOJIMKO MIPAa3HUX pedH, Kao ITo cy: ,,Ko cama ja? Ja
HUCaM HUINTa!“ U IpeTBapame J1a CH jaJaH, camo Jaa Ou Tv Jpynu pekiu: ,,He, He, TH cu
n00posieTesbaH, UMall TaKBY U TaKBY BPJIMHY ...

[IperBapajyhu ce 1a cMo cMUpEHH, TepaMo Apyre Ja Hac XBaJle.

IIpaBo cMupeme HHje caMO FOBOPUTH CMHUpPeHe peuH, Beh 0uTH cMuUpeHoMyaap, UMaTH
CMHPEeH AyX ¥ He MUCJUTH J1a cH 00/bH 0/1 IPYTHX, jep ce cBaKo 3Ji0 palha, npe cBera, y Hammm
YMOBHMMA.

AKO TyXOBHO TIaJlaMo ITOHOBO M TIOHOBO, He Tpeba ouajaBaTh. [1ocTOjU CBEIITEHUK, TY j&
HErOB €MUTPaXHb, OCTOJU MOKajamwe... To he Hac cmacuT — 1 HUILITA JIpyro. [lokajame U cMupeme
he Hac cnacutu. Haso ce oBora miamu. OH UMa MHOTO BPJIMHA, aJId HEJIOCTAj€ MY je/IHA — CMUPEH-E,
U TO je CTBOPHJIO aJ] U JIOHEJIO TyXOBHY MyCTOIIL.

VYnpaBo ga Ou moka3ao cuily cMUpema, kako kaxe Ceero [Iucmo, Xpucroc je cuiao ¢ Heba
Ha 3eMJbY, CMHPHO ce 1 Ouo mociymas 10 CBoje emptu (Pun 2, 8). Cmupuo ce 10 Te Mepe ja je
npucrao aa oyzae pasaner. OBakBO CMUPEHE HaM je MOTPeOHO J1a OUCMO Ce CITAaCUIIH.

Mmu ce TpyauMo a He MaJHEMO y rpex, ajiu bor HaM HaMepHoO 103B0o/baBa 1a A AHEMO
KaKo OMCMO cTeKJIu cmuperme. U 1ok miiayemo 300r rpexa Koju cMo nouMHwiId, bor Ham aaje
BeHAIl cMHpewa 300r Hame Oopoe ca rpexom. CTora HuKajaa He cMeMo o4yajaBaTtu. M nocraBure
ceOu mpaBWIIO: HE MOHAaBJbaTH cBoje rpexe. Peuunre cedu: ,,Hehy ce Bume sbytutu, Hehy paautu oBo
WIH OHO... “ A onja peuute: ,,l'ocnoge Ncyce Xpucre, nomuiyj me rpemrsor! M npukiaoHUTe riaBy
TOJT eTIUTPAXHJb CBEIITEHUKA.

[ITa cmo 3aucTa cTeknu, cxBatuhemo kanga nohe Bpeme aa ctanemo npen bora. YoBek Mepu cTBapu
Ha jeqaH Ha4yuH, a bor — Ha npyru.

Huxana He Tpeda ouajaBaTH. AKO HEIITO HUCTE MOCTUIJIN, TO He 3HAYH 1A HUCTE
ycneau. Hema rpexa koju je Behu ox sby6aBu boxje; Hema rpexa koju ce boxkjom jbydoaB/by He
Moke HaaBJaaaatu. Mcnosenajre ce, npuyemhyjre ce u He ynassaajre ce o Lipkse. bosbe je
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OonTH rpemnuk y I{pkBu, Hero 100poaeTe/bHN Y0BeK BaH mbe. bosbe je OuTH XyJurad, u OuTH ca
Xpucrom, Hero OuTH 100ap momak, u o6utu ca hasosiom. Hama nodpora nac nehe cnacuru, aau
cnacuhe Hac Jby0aB K0jy nMaMo npema XpHucTy U AyXoBHa 0op0a kojy Boaumo paau Ibera.

JenHoM je HekM MOHAax 3acrao TOKOM Oorociyxema. MOoHaIIKU KHUBOT je CypOB, TyIIa MOXKE
TEXUTHU BHCHHAMA, aJIM TEJIO0 MTOHEKa ] HeMa cHare 1a je ciean. Ciayx0a ce 3aBpIimia U U3allIi CMO
u3 xpama. JIok cMo yeKkasu J1a Hac 1MO30BY Y TpIie3apujy, Ipyrd MOHaX, Kako O 3aIUPKHUBAO CBOT
Opara, y maam My je pekao:

,Oue, BUJICO caM Jia CH 3acmao y xpamy.*
A 0OH My OATOBODH:
,,boJbe je criaBatu y HojeBoj Gapuu, Hero Outu OymaH BaH mbe!“

Bosbe je ma Bac XpHCTOC criacH, 4ak U ako 3acluTe y LPKBHU, HETO J1a OCTaHeTe Oy/aHU Ha
ynunu 3a BpeMe nororna. [lokajame he Hac cnacuT, 1 HUIITO APYro. 3aTo ce MOPaMO CTAJHO
kajatu. 3amro? 3aTo WITO cTaaHO rpemiumo. U He Tpebda 1a ce Be3yjeMo 3a rpexe Koje YMHMUMO.
ABBa JlopoTej Kaxke Aa HeKora MOKeTe U TIOTJIeIOM MOBPEAUTH U TaKo MOYMHUTH Tpex. [1a, mta onga
na pagumo? Jla ce cakpujeMo y HEKy pyIly ¥ HEHOMHUYHO YeKaMo J0K He yMpeMo?

Yum yjyTpo oTBOpuUTE 04H, perure: ,,l'ocrione Ucyce Xpucre, nomunyj me!* u ,,Cnaba
Bory!“. Tako here, 6e3 cymme, otuhu y Paj. Jep xanga yoBek kaxe: ,,I'ocione Mcyce Xpucre,
nomuiyj Me!*, TUMe Mokasyje aa xenu Aa Oyne ca Xpuctom, a Hehe rpelinTu CBOjOM BOJbOM, a aKo
carpeliu, To je IpOTUB mkeroBe Bosbe. Kao mro kaxe CBetu anocton [laBne: Azu 6uoum opyeu 3axon
y youma ceojuma, Koju ce Cynpomu 3aKoHy yma mojeaa, u 3apobsasa me 3aKOHOM pjexosHujem Koju
Jje y youma mojuma. Ja necpehinu uogjex! Ko he me usbasumu 00 mujena cmpmu ose (Pum 7, 23-24)?
W axo Buaumo aa Hu Ceerun anocrout [1aBie — oHaj KOjU je MOrao BacKpcaBaTH MPTBE — HHjE€ MOTa0
no6eautu rpex, xohemo s ra mu nodenutu? He. Kako hemo ce onna cnacutu? Cnacuhemo ce
moutehu ce peunma: ,,I'ocnionie Mcyce Xpucre, moMuinyj Me!“ 1 cMUpECHEM.

Yecro, kaga Tpa:kuMo Hewro o4 bora, OH Ham To He Jaje camo 1a OMCMO HACTABWIIM /1A ce
MOJIMMO, 2 KA/l KOHAYHO NPMMHMO OHO IITO CMO TPA’KUJIH, HCIIOCTABH Ce /Ia CMO MMAJIM BHUIIIe
KOPHCTH 01 MOJIMTBH Koje cM0 ynyhusaym bory Hero ox oHora mro Ham je gao. 3aro ['ocrion
MOHEKa 1 OJJIaXKe J1a HaM J1a OHO 3a I1Ta ['a cTaJlHO MOJIMMO.

YecTo HAC JOBOAHM Y TELIKe CUTyalllje WM HaM IIaJbe CTPajame, Ha NpuMep 00JiecT, Kako Ou
HAc cnpe4yuo jaa rpemmmmo. /{a cmo Taga Ouim y ApyraumjeM moJsio:kajy, 0uam 0McMo 3a10BO/bHU
U MOk1a Oucemo 3rpemnin. Kako kaxy, ,,HUKO HUje cpehan Tamo rje je... .

IIpeBoa ca enrieckor 3a svetosavlje.org bojana Munuaparosuh

PASCHA (EASTER) SUNDAY, APRIL 16th
10 AM Divine Liturgy

Blessing of Pascha Easter Eggs and Food
Baskets

NMACXA-BACKPC, 16 Anpun
10 AM boxaHcTBeHa Jlutypruja n 6aHkeTr
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In Loving Memory of In Loving Memory of the
Carol Monaco Deceased Members of the
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mattivi $25.00 Pleacher & Budimlija Families
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mattivi $100.00
In Loving Memory of
Sandy Dragovich In Loving Memory of
Ms. Seja Bajich-Bock $100.00 Bogdan & Mirjana Varda
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Miller $100.00 Milorad Varda, Miodrag Varda
In Loving Memory of Ms. Rada Campbell $1,000.00
Dusica Milosavljevic
Mr. & Mrs. Emery Jackson $100.00 In Loving Memory of
Protinica Mary Bajich
In Loving Memory of Dr. Radmila Samardzija $50.00
V. Rev. Milan & Protinica Mary Bajich
Mr. & Mrs. Ratko Cubric $300.00 In Loving Memory of
Dmeter & Sandy Dragovich
In Loving Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Ratko Cubric $100.00
Steve & Caroline Coso
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bajich $100.00 In Loving Memory of
Mr. & Mrs. Ratko Cubric $200.00 George & Andree Budimlija
Mr. & Mrs. Joey Budimlija $200.00
In Loving Memory of Mr. & Mrs. David Neises $300.00
Sharon Sterrett Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Venema $500.00
Ms. Donna Lemley $50.00 In Loving Memory of
Virginia T. Gruendel, M.D.
In Loving Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Ron Pleacher $100.00
V. Rev. Milan Bajich Ms. Connie Hijaz $100.00
Mr. & Mrs. Milorad Samardzija $50.00 Ms. Donna Lemley $100.00
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In Honor of the Birthday and for the Health and Salvation of Jovanka Jovanovic

Mr. & Mrs. Bozhi Bajich $50.00 Mr. John Monchil $75.00
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bajich $100.00 Ms. Anka Popovich-Krstic & Cedo Krstic [$100.00
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Bajich $80.00 Mr. & Mrs. Sreten Prodanovic $100.00
Ms. Seja Bajich-Bock $80.00 Mr. & Mrs. Milorad Samardzija $25.00
Ms. Martha Bozic $100.00 Dr. Radmila Samardzija & $80.00
Mr. Quinton Shaw
Mr. Bob Caldarella $15.00 Mr. & Mrs Zeljko Skavo $150.00
Ms. Jodi Casey $100.00 Mr. & Mrs. Slava Skubey $50.00
Ms. Michele Creger $50.00 Ms. Beverly Sobotka $25.00
Mr. & Mrs. Ratko Cubric $100.00 Mr. & Mrs. Alex Supica $100.00
Mr. & Mrs. Tomica Cvetkovic $100.00 Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Venema $80.00
Mr. & Mrs. John Fenelon $100.00 Mr. & Mrs. Milenko Vranac $30.00
Mr. & Mrs. Nikola Gagic $100.00 Mr. Milan Zunich $150.00
Dr. & Dr. Dan Gurba $100.00 Col. & Mrs. Phil Mundweil $50.00
Fr. Deacon & Mrs. Joseph Henre [$50.00 Mr. & Mrs. Ron Pleacher $80.00
Mr. Brad Hijaz $50.00 Mr. Aleksa Skavo $30.00
Mr. & Mrs. Pat Hinkle $100.00 Mr. & Mrs. Joel Miller $80.00
Mr. & Mrs. Emory Jackson $50.00 Ms. Melanie Miller $150.00
Mr. Nikola Jovanovic $50.00 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Milosovich $80.00
Ms. Veselina Jovanovic $100.00 Mr. Paul Milosovich $80.00
Mr. Harold Kanatzar $30.00 Mr. & Mrs. Jon Mollet $100.00
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Kennon $50.00 Cash $50.00
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Kimbell $500.00
Mr. & Mrs. Milovan Kotlaja $100.00
Ms. Snezana Lange $30.00
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Lockee $100.00
Mr. & Mrs. Bojan Lugonja $50.00
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mattivi $100.00
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